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This material can be used to answer questions you might receive from your student. Use it as a starting point for your discussion. The material is written from the perspective of the student and the information may be duplicated in your area.



Education holds the key to your future. Education can help you achieve your life goals and dreams. Education will give you the flexibility to do what you want to do and to go where you want to go in life. Here are 10 key reasons why going to college is important: 

· Education opens up doors. The more education you obtain, the more choices and opportunities you will have. Once you complete your college education, you can choose a career that interests you, along with the specific place you want to live and much more. You will be in control of your future and able to thoughtfully decide exactly what path to take and goals to pursue. With a college education, you will have more options, which often lead to greater success and happiness in life. 

· Education allows you to pick a career that you like. By going to college, you will have the opportunity to choose exactly what field of work you want to enter. You will be able to choose a career that not only interests you but will also enable you to achieve your dreams. 

· Education increases the amount of money you can make. In general, the more education you receive, the more money you will be able to make. By going to college, you will be able to choose a career that can generate the kind of money that you want. On average, a person with a four-year college degree earns TWO TIMES as much money as a person who graduates from high school and does not go to college. 

· Education determines your lifestyle. By going to college and choosing a career along with the corresponding income level, you will also be able to choose the type of lifestyle you want. A college education provides you with the flexibility to decide on exactly what type of house to live in, what type of car to drive, where to live, what places to visit during vacations, and many other things. 

· Education expands your mind. The more educational opportunities you are exposed to, the more knowledge and skills you can obtain. Education allows you to learn about a variety of topics, people, and things. Going to college gives you additional opportunities to learn about everything that interests you and more. When you increase your knowledge, you increase your mental skills and capabilities. People who choose to go to college generally improve their decision-making ability, analytical awareness, reasoning, creative expression, verbal expression, and more. 

· Education can help you improve your community. Going to college will give you an opportunity to learn how to make improvements in your community. While in college, you can learn about the laws and resources that affect your community. After graduating, you can return home and apply your knowledge and skills to better your community and the people who live there. As a college graduate, you will also serve as a role model for other children in your community. 

· Education exposes you to a variety of people and experiences. In college, most classes include people of all different backgrounds. While in school, you will learn about, meet, and make friends with many people from other cultures, and during this time, you can also help others learn more about you and your heritage. Going to college gives you an opportunity to explore different places, worlds, and things that you never knew existed. This exposure will increase your overall knowledge, skills, and enjoyment of life. 

· Education equals security. In general, it is much easier for a person with a college education to find a job, maintain a job, and get promoted while on the job. A college graduate is also more likely to possess a sense of security as a result of having a steady income and being able to maintain the lifestyle of his/her choice. 

· Education equals respect. In our society and in the business world, you tend to be more respected by others if you have a college degree. People recognize that college graduates have been exposed to certain experiences and have received training and skills that typically contributes to an advanced level of knowledge about a particular subject or area of study. 

· Education equals a better life. After graduating from college, you will be able to choose the life you want to lead. An education will allow you to gain knowledge and skills that will pay off in the end. You will be able to choose and pursue a career that interests you, and you will likely lead a happier life, with more freedom and opportunities than if you'd chosen not to attend college.

